
How is this bond issue a no tax rate increase? 
Excellent financial management - paying off 
bond debt over time, refinancing bond debt and 
building a one-year reasonable reserve - offsets 
the need to increase the tax levy. The levy is 
currently set at 47 cents and it is estimated to 
remain unchanged.  Because  property values 
have improved and maintained assessed valua-
tion, the District is now able to pursue this work 
without increasing the debt service levy.  

 

Why Prop S now? 
The Board has remained committed to re-
tiring South Point Elementary School as 
stated in their Long Range Plan for Facilities 
established in 2011 and the current strate-
gic plan.  South Point Elementary is suffer-
ing from soil erosion, thus causing cracks in 
interior walls and shifts in the foundation.  
The gymnasium has not been in use due to 
structural concerns and will require remedi-
ation in the short-term.  Three modular 
trailer classrooms remain on this campus 
due to both conditions and the building’s 
capacity.  The school is in a flood plain and  
significant renovations and repairs simply 
do not make sense on the current site.  

What else, if approved, will Prop S 
accomplish for the District? 
Because safety remains the top priority at all 
schools, renovations for the purposes of 
completing the next phase of student safety 
upgrades such as vestibules, visitor 
management solutions, and ADA 
accessibility improvements would occur at 
all schools.  School officials often coordinate 
with local emergency responders to improve 
safety policies and protocols in alignment 
with best practice.  
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Proposition S is a zero tax-rate increase bond issue designed to improve safety and 
the school environment for students.  Prop S will provide approximately $26 million to 
construct a new elementary school as well as safety vestibule construction and other 
related improvements district-wide.  Prop S will be on the April 2, 2019 ballot.   

Proposed improvements include: 
 Construction of a new elementary school (in the South Point attendance 

area) 
 District-wide safety upgrades to include construction of 1) secure vestibule  

entry-ways, 2) visitor management systems and technologies, and 3) ADA 
accessibility improvements 
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What is the debt service levy? 
The debt service levy is the part of the 
budget that allows school districts to fi-
nance building and renovation projects 
through bond issues. The debt service levy  
pays the principal and interest the school 
district owes on bonds sold. 

Is now a good time to pursue construction? 
Interest rates are still low and this is favora-
ble for our district to pursue new construc-
tion. Construction costs will continue to rise if 
we delay. What costs $26 million today is 
projected to increase 3% annually.  This 
means that the cost of construction would 
increase by almost $4 million in just five 
years. 



 

 

Would an elementary boundary change or 
redistribution of South Point students to 
other buildings be a good solution instead 
of construction? 
No, in fact, the District does not have 
enough classrooms to accommodate the 
433 students currently enrolled at South 
Point.  If construction of a new school is not 
approved, it is a matter of time before class 
sizes increase in each of our schools, art/
music and STEM classes are shared or relo-
cated, special programming space and 
building capacities again become a major 
concern.   Transportation costs would also 
increase due to increased travel needs to 
Marthasville and Augusta schools.   

How do students benefit from bond issues? 
Bond issues allow schools to pay for costly 
repairs and renovation over time instead of all 
at once. They also allow schools to devote 
most of their day-to-day operating budgets 
for classroom instruction instead of major re-
pair work, bricks and mortar. A bond issue has 
no effect on staff salaries, as by law, they can 
only be used to pay principal and interest on 
bonded debt. 

What is a bond issue? 
Bond issues cover items outside the regu-
lar budget. A bond issue is a traditional 
way for schools to borrow money to pay 
for capital projects such as construction 
and renovation of facilities and associated 
equipment. In Missouri, a bond issue re-
quires voter approval, even if the bond is-
sue will not increase the tax rate. 

For additional information, 
please visit our district website: 
www.washington.k12.mo.us  
and click on ‘PROP S’ 

 

Did you know… 
Our district 
serves  approxi-
mately 4150 
students in Pre-
K through grade 
12. 

Questions and Answers– Continued 

Did you know… 
At 47 cents, our 
district has one 
of the lowest 
debt service 
levies in the 
area and much 
of the state. 

Is South Point Elementary one of our 
biggest schools?  
Yes, out of the 7 elementary schools, 
South Point is the second largest with 
433 students.  Washington West Ele-
mentary is the largest.   

Where will the school be built? 
The District owns property on the east edge 
of the South Point attendance area, at St. 
Johns and Hwy 100.  This is the best option 
for placement of the new school at this time.  
It is approximately 2.4 miles from its current 
location.   


